South  Berks 

Joint  Public  Health  Committee 


ANNUAL 

REPORT 


of 


THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  Year 

1954 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30112631 


South  Berks 

Joint  Public  Health  Committee 

ANNUAL 

REPORT 

of 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  Year 

1954 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOUTH 
BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1954. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  once  again  my  appreciation 
of  the  assistance  and  co-operation  I  have  received  at  all  times,  from 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  their  staffs. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  BARCLAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

South  Berks  Joint  Public  Health  Committee. 


SOUTH  BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE, 

1955  — 1956. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS. 


Newbury  Borough 


Bradheld  R.D. 


Newbury  R.D. 


Hungerford  R.D. 


H.  K.  Potter,  Esq., 

Tanglewood,  Andover  Road,  Newbury. 

Alderman  C.  W.  Burns  (Chairman), 

10,  Buckingham  Road,  Newbury. 

M.  W.  Paine,  Esq., 

44,  Howard  Road,  Newbury. 

Mrs.  M.  P.  Showers  (Vice-Chairman), 
High  Wood,  Burfield  Common. 

A.  H.  Wyatt,  Esq., 

The  Garage,  Yattendon, 

I.  A.  Clark,  Esq., 

Quicks  Green,  Ashampstead. 

A.  W.  Millson,  Esq., 

Cravendene,  Briff  Lane,  Bucklebury. 

F.  Howes,  Esq., 

Benham  Estate  Office,  Newbury. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Macdonnell, 

North  way  Cottage,  Cold  Ash. 

Miss  C.  C.  Carden, 

Inholmes  Lodge,  Woodland  St.  Mary. 

A.  C.  Metcalfe,  Esq., 

5,  Atherton  Crescent,  Hungerford. 


Berkshire  County  Council  P.  C.  Andrews,  Esq., 

St.  John’s  Vicarage,  Newbury. 

W.  S.  Raine,  Esq.,  M.B.E., 

Hillside,  Hungerford. 

G.  H.  Wood,  Esq., 

Beacon  View,  Tydehams,  Newbury. 


Clerk;  L.  Southern,  Esq.,  LL.B.,  Municipal  Buildings,  Newbury. 
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SOUTH  BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Public 

Newbury  Borough 


Bradbeld  R.D. 

Newbury  R.D. 


Hungerford  R.D. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

R.  F.  Barclay,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Health  Office,  Greenham  House,  Newbury. 

Telephone:  Newbury  1144. 

J.  Hague,  F.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

16,  Market  Place,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  446). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

G.  J.  Wickens,  M.S.I.A.  Add  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

.  ...  T.  H.  Windle,  A.R.S.I.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

26,  Bath  Road,  Reading. 

(Telephone  2293). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

D.  C.  Smith,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant. 

.  ...  C.  J.  Cooke,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew  Street, 
Newbury. 

(Telephone  1187). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

A.  R.  Morgan,  M.S.I.A.,  Add  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 

S.  Burgess,  M.S.I.A.,  Add  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 

...  F.  H.  Obrey,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  L.F.S.(Eng.), 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Priory,  Hungerford. 

(Telephone  29). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

J.  E.  Edwards,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Add.  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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LIST  OF  COMMITTEES  CONCERNED  WITH 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS. 


Newbury  Borough. 

Public  Health  Committee. 

Housing  Committee. 

Bradheld  R.D. 

General  Purposes  Committee. 

Sewage  and  Waterworks  Committee. 
Housing  Committee. 

Newbury  R.D. 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Committee. 
General  Purposes  Committee. 

Hungerford  R.D. 

Public  Health  Committee. 

Housing  Committee. 

Water. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


District 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and  Inland 
Water) 

Estimated 

Population 

Persons 

per 

Acre 

Newbury  Borough 

2,612 

18,510 

7.0 

Bradfield  Rural 

53,008 

21,490 

0.4 

Newbury  Rural 

41,660 

18,730 

0.45 

Hungerford  Rural 

44,817 

9,870 

0.22 

Totals 

142,097 

68,600 

0.48 

District 

No.  of 
Occupied 
Houses 

No.  of  new  Houses 
Built 

Private  By  L.A. 

Rateable 

Value 

Product  of 
a  Penny 
Rate 

Newbury  Borough 

5,671 

63 

73 

£137,764 

£548 

Bradfield  Rural 

6,373 

91 

78 

£165,403 

£693  16  3 

Newbury  Rural 

4,886 

57 

101 

£107,200 

£426  16  8 

Hungerford  Rural 

2,719 

16 

34 

£52,312 

£212  19  1 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS  AND  INFANT  DEATHS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  totals  of  births  and  infant  deaths  and  the 
rates  per  thousand  appropriate  population.  The  corresponding  figures  for 
1953  are  in  brackets. 


District 

Number  of 
Live  Births 

Live  Birth 
Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

Infant 

Deaths 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Newbury  Borough 
Bradfield  Rural 
Newbury  Rural 
Hungerford  Rural 
United  Districts 
England  and  Wales 

341  (315) 
369  (352) 
299  (279) 
163  (156) 
1172  (1102) 

18.8  (17.7) 

16.8  (16.6) 

17.2  (17.0) 

18.3  (18.9) 
17.8  (17.5) 
15.2  (15.5) 

8  (9) 

8  (9) 

4  (8) 

7  (5) 

27  (31) 

23.5  (28.6) 

21.6  (25.6) 

13.4  (28.7) 
42.9  (32.0) 
23.0  (28.7) 

25.5  (26.8) 

The  “area  comparability  factor”  calculated  by  the  Registrar  General’s 
office,  and  making  an  approximate  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex 
and  age  distribution  of  local  populations  differ  from  that  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole,  has  been  applied  to  the  live  birth  rates  given  above.  The 
rates  given  therefore  for  the  four  districts,  are  comparable,  the  one  with  the 
other  and  also  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  birth  rate  for  the  combined  districts  for  1954 
(17.8  per  1,000)  was  2.6  per  1,000  above  that  for  England  and  Wales  (15.2 
per  1,000). 

In  addition  to  the  births  accounted  for  in  the  above  table  there  were  23 
still -births. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  Registrar  General  returns  1  case  of  maternal  mortality  in  the  area 
for  the  year  1954. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


DEATHS:  Newbury 

Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Newbury 

Rural 

Hunger - 
ford 
Rural 

Total 
(all  areas) 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

2 

1 

3 

8 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Measles  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and 
parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
stomach  . 

3 

8 

4 

2 

17 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
lung,  bronchus 

2 

2 

3 

2 

9 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
breast  . 

2 

8 

1 

4 

15 

Malignant  neoplasm 
uterus  . 

1 

1 

2 

Other  malignant  and 
lymphatic  neoplasms 

18 

26 

15 

18 

77 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

2 

2 

— 

6 

Diabetes  . 

2 

3 

1 

1 

7 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
systems  (stroke) 

31 

33 

27 

16 

107 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

28 

30 

16 

27 

101 

Hypertension  with  heart 
disease  . 

2 

4 

2 

4 

12 

Other  heart  disease 

43 

23 

28 

8 

102 

Other  circulatory  disease 

15 

15 

7 

5 

42 

Influenza  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

5 

5 

6 

3 

19 

Bronchitis  . 

6 

16 

4 

4 

30 

Other  riseases  of  respi¬ 
ratory  system 

1 

1 

— — 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 
duodenum  . 

2 

4 

1 

1 

8 

Gastritis,  enteris  and 
diarrhoea  . 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

6 

3 

— 

— 

9 

Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion  . 

1 

_ 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

6 

1 

1 

10 

Other  defined  and  ill- 
defined  diseases 

13 

17 

12 

12 

54 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

4 

3 

2 

13 

All  other  accidents 

3 

3 

2 

3 

11 

Suicide  . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Homicide  and  operations 
of  war  . 

1 

1 

All  causes  . 198 

222 

142 

119 

681 

If  all  conditions  which  can  be  included  under  the  heading  “diseases  of 
the  heart  and  circulation”,  are  combined  together,  they  account  for  53.5% 
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of  the  total  deaths.  A  further  17.6%  are  accounted  for  by  deaths  from 
cancer.  Pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
(excluding  tuberculosis  and  lung  cancer)  account  for  another  7.5%. 

These  three  main  causes  of  death  account  for  78.6%  of  the  total 
deaths,  leaving  21.4%  to  be  accounted  for  by  all  the  other  23  causes  listed 
above  (which  include  tuberculosis,  and  the  so-called  infectious  diseases). 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  in  each  district  during  1954. 


Disease 

Newbury 

Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Hunger - 
ford 
Rural 

Newbury 

Rural 

Total 

All 

Areas 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

. . .  — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  6 

5 

4 

1 

16 

Erysipelas 

— 

4 

1 

2 

7 

Enteric  Fever  (Includ- 

ing  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Encaphalitis 

Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  — 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Dysentery 

— 

21 

6 

49 

76 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  3 

58 

4 

4 

69 

Measles 

...  64 

10 

— 

31 

105 

Whooping  Cough 

...  9 

94 

16 

15 

125 

Food  Poisoning 

...  11 

4 

2 

1 

18 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  10 

12 

2 

13 

37 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

...  3 

2 

1 

2 

8 

One  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  in  Bradfield  Rural  District.  This 
occurred  in  an  institution.  It  was  notified  during  the  course  of  prolonged 
investigations  carried  out  at  this  home,  following  the  death  of  one  of  its 
patients  from  causes  other  than  diphtheria,  but  in  whose  throat  a  diphtheria 
organism  had  been  found  during  life.  These  investigations  involved 
repeated  nose  and  throat  swabbings  at  intervals  of  all  the  patients  and  staff. 
All  “positives”  were  suitably  treated  and  isolated.  As  a  result  of  this  action 
and  other  measures  taken  at  the  time,  the  situation  at  this  home  was  brought 
under  control. 

The  area  remained  free  from  anterior  poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 

There  were  76  notified  cases  of  dysentery.  This  is  the  highest  figure 
recorded  for  more  than  ten  years.  Forty-nine  of  these  76  occurred  at  a 
boarding  school  for  handicapped  children.  After  suitable  treatment,  isola¬ 
tion  and  the  repeated  submission  of  specimens  to  the  laboratory,  the  epidemic 
was  brought  under  control  and  prevented  from  spreading  outside  the 
school.  This  could  not  have  been  done  without  the  very  willing  co-opera¬ 
tion  and  help  of  the  school  staff,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  the 
general  practitioner  at  this  school.  No  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and 
there  were  no  deaths. 
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A  further  16  cases  of  dysentery  are  accounted  for  by  an  outbreak  at  a 
children’s  convalescent  home.  Similar  measures  were  taken  in  this  case  as 
in  the  last  mentioned,  and  the  epidemic  was  rapidly  controlled.  This  home 
admits  cases  from  some  of  the  poorer  districts  of  London  in  which  Sonne 
Dysentery  is  probably  very  much  more  prevalent  than  in  this  area  of  South 
Berkshire.  Suitable  precautionary  measures  and  isolation  techniques  have 
now  been  adopted,  which  it  is  hoped  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  an 
outbreak. 

Twelve  of  the  18  notified  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  are  accounted  for  by 
a  small  outbreak  due  to  the  consumption  of  pork  brawn,  manufactured  and 
sold  in  Newbury  Borough.  The  causal  organism  in  these  cases  was  the 
staphylococcus.  This  organism  was  isolated  from  the  brawn;  from  utensils 
in  the  shop  concerned  and  also  from  the  food  handler  most  intimately  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  preparation  of  the  meat.  Suitable  action  was  taken. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  depart¬ 
ment  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946. 

The  Newbury  Health  Sub -Committee  is  responsible  for  diphtheria 
immunisation  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Borough  of  Newbury. 

Immunisations  are  carried  out  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  by  the 
general  practitioners,  who  are  also  responsible  for  vaccinations  (save  those 
few  carried  out  at  one  or  two  infant  clinics  in  the  county). 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  1954. 
Number  of  Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria. 


Over  1  but 


District 

Under  1 

Under  5 

5—15 

Total 

Newbury  Borough; 

Primary 

82 

96 

6 

184 

Booster 

— 

11 

32 

43 

Bradheld  Rural: 

Primary 

177 

113 

44 

334 

Booster 

— 

14 

51 

65 

Newbury  Rural; 

Primary 

50 

34 

3 

87 

Booster 

— 

12 

21 

33 

Hungerford  Rural; 

Primary 

39 

75 

2 

116 

Booster 

— 

1 

3 

4 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Diphtheria  Immunisations  carried 


out  in 

the 

four 

areas 

during  the 

last 

ten  years. 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Total 

Newhury  Borough: 

Under  5  174 

229 

301 

203 

131 

193 

267 

223 

206 

178 

2,105 

5—15  116 

60 

67 

18 

2 

9 

27 

53 

46 

6 

404 

Bradheld  Rural: 

Under  5  101 

82 

257 

208 

236 

211 

266 

251 

281 

290 

2,183 

5—15  5 

17 

21 

11 

10 

23 

34 

41 

72 

44 

278 

Newhury  Rural: 

Under  5  149 

119 

178 

180 

152 

134 

168 

154 

154 

84 

1,472 

5—15  1 

16 

10 

6 

1 

3 

4 

5 

41 

3 

90 

Hungerford  Rural: 

Under  5  125 

67 

134 

117 

131 

82 

78 

60 

111 

114 

1,019 

5—15  6 

11 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

33 

Total:  677 

601 

969 

746 

664 

656 

845 

790 

915 

721 

7,584 

VACCINATION,  1954. 


Over  1  but 


District 

Under  1 

Under  5 

5—15 

Total 

Newhury  Borough: 

Primary 

113 

12 

4 

129 

Re-Vaccination 

— 

— 

24 

24 

Bradheld  Rural: 

Primary 

176 

11 

29 

216 

Re -Vaccination 

— 

3 

46 

49 

Newhury  Rural: 

Primary 

91 

18 

13 

122 

Re-Vaccination 

— 

3 

28 

31 

Hungerford  Rural: 

Primary 

85 

4 

— 

89 

Re-Vaccination 

— 

— 

10 

10 

Total 

465 

51 

154 

670 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Children  who  during  the  past 

7  years  were 

vaccinated  when  under  1  year 

of  age. 

District 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Newbury  Borough 

35 

27 

60 

93 

146 

113 

Bradfield  Rural 

79 

105 

225 

187 

174 

176 

Newbury  Rural 

46 

46 

118 

119 

119 

91 

Hungerford  Rural 

43 

29 

59 

61 

83 

85 

Total 

...  203 

207 

262 

360 

522 

465 
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NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  (1954) 


Newbury 

Bradfield 

Newbury 

Hungerford 

Age  Periods 

Borough 

Rural 

Rural 

Rural 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

—  1 

—  5 

—  10 

—  15 

—  20 

—  3 

1  — 

1  — 

—  1 

2 

1 

1 

1  — 

-  - 

1 

— 

-  - 

20 

—  25 

1  — 

3  — 

1 

— 

—  1 

25 

—  35 

2  — 

7  — 

3 

— 

1  — 

35 

—  45 

4  _ 

1  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

45 

—  55 

—  — 

1  — 

4 

— 

—  — 

55 

—  65 

1  — 

—  — 

1 

— 

—  — 

65  &  upwards 

—  — 

1  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

10  3 

13  1 

13 

2 

2  1 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
(respiratory  and  non-respiratory)  which  have  occurred  in  the  four  areas 
during  the  last  ten  years. 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Totals 

1945 

65 

20 

85 

1946 

61 

15 

76 

1947 

75 

21 

96 

' 

1948 

48 

11 

59 

1949 

79 

7 

86 

1950 

54 

6 

60 

1951 

54 

16 

69 

1952 

42 

7 

49 

1953 

52 

3 

55 

1954 

37 

8 

45 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY. 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


TABLE  1. 


General  statement  as  to  sanitary  inspections  of  the  area. 

This  table  details  the  visits  paid  to  various  premises,  the  purpose  of 
those  visits,  together  with  miscellaneous  items  which,  by  reason  of  their 
variety,  have  not  been  allocated  under  other  heads: — 


Visits  re  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

„  „  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

„  „  drainage  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

„  „  drains  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Inspection  of  factories — power  ...  ...  ...  ...  249 

„  „  factories — non-power  ...  ...  ...  60 

Visits  re  food  condemnation  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

„  „  food  poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

„  „  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

„  „  infectious  diseases  (other  than  food  poisoning)  ...  7 

„  „  keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

„  „  markets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  482 

„  „  moveable  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

„  „  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

„  „  rodents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

„  „  Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  286 

„  „  verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Revisits  to  premises  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  263 

Interviews  (including  those  with  owners,  builders,  etc.)  ...  ...  627 

Miscellaneous  visits,  for  example,  visits  to  houses  where  occupier 

is  not  available  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 


Visits  to  bakers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

„  „  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  221 

„  „  butchers’  shops  and  preserved  food  premises  ...  ...  285 

„  „  cafes  and  restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  162 

„  „  dairies  and  milk  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

„  „  fishmongers  and  poulterers  ...  ...  ...  42 

„  „  fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

„  „  greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  26 

„  „  grocers  and  other  food  shops  ...  ...  ...  133 

„  „  ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 


Meat  and  food  inspections: — 

Slaughterhouse  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,452 

General  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Visits  with  respect  to  milk  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

„  „  „  „  milk  bottles  for  testing  ...  ...  ...  2 

»»  „  „  ice-cream  samples  ...  ...  ...  76 

Miscellaneous  visits,  for  example,  to  discuss  with  retailer  or 

wholesaler  the  results  of  the  testing  of  various  samples  ...  21 


Total  of  visits  and  revisits  for  all  purposes  ...  5,891 
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TABLE  2. 


Analysis  of  Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied. 


Houses;  Roofs 

Walls  (external) 

Rainwater  pipes 

Gutters 

Dampness 

Wallplaster 

Ceilings 

Floors 

Windows 

Sink  waste  pipes 

Miscellaneous 

Drains  cleared 

Drains  repaired 

New  drains 

Offensive  accumulations 

Food  premises:  Redecorated 

Cleansed 
W.C’s.  cleansed 
W.C’s.  repaired 
Urinals  cleansed 

Moveable  Dwellings:  Contraventions  ... 

Notices  served  on  owners  or  their  agents: — 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  . 

Shops  Act  . 


27 

7 

18 

29 
7 

4 
2 

5 

30 
29 

14 

3 

6 
5 
3 
7 
2 

3 


Informal.  Formal. 
147  2 

11  — 

87  — 


TABLE  3. 

(a)  Catering  Premises. 


Type. 

As  at 
1/1/54. 

As  at 
31/12/54 

Improvements 

during 

year. 

1. 

Commercial — Large 

10 

10 

3 

2. 

— Medium 

12 

12 

1 

3. 

— Small 

8 

8 

1 

4. 

Industrial  . 

4 

4 

— 

5. 

Schools 

6 

6 

— 

6. 

Hotels 

10 

10 

2 

7. 

Licensed  premises 

34 

34 

3 

8. 

Club  organisations 

28 

28 

— 

Totals 

...  112 

112 

-0 

Shortly  before  the  end  of  the  year  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Amendment) 
Act,  1954,  was  passed,  and  the  Regulations  to  be  made  thereunder  are 
awaited  with  interest.  In  this  connection,  it  did  seem  unreasonable  to  ask 
for  alterations  to  be  carried  out  by  the  proprietors  of  catering  businesses 
when  it  was  not  known  whether  the  alterations  which  could  then  be  required 
would  be  the  total  of  those  that  may  be  required.  In  other  words,  it  was 
felt  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  one  bite  at  the  cherry  rather  than  to  have 
a  second  attempt.  When  it  is  realised  that  the  Bill  was  first  introduced  at 
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the  commencement  of  the  year  and  did  not  pass  into  law  until  the  latter 
end,  the  attitude  adopted  will  be  appreciated  and  no  doubt  considered 
reasonable. 

Doubts  as  to  the  efficiency  and  effectiveness  of  the  proposed  Regula¬ 
tions  have  been  expressed  in  many  quarters,  but  it  is  well  to  await  the  event 
rather  than  consider  what  can  only  be  possibilities. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  is  hoped  that  more  effective  administration 
of  the  legislation  covering  catering  premises  will  be  possible  during  the 
coming  year  than  has  seemed  reasonable  to  carry  out  in  the  present  year. 


TABLE  4. 

(b)  Food  Premises. 


Number  of —  Bakers  .  19 

Butchers  and  cooked  meat  dealers  ...  ...  ...  23 

Caterers,  including  licensed  premises  and  industrial...  112 

Confectioners  .  40 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fishmongers  and  fish  friers  .  6 

Food  stores  .  3 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  .  16 

Grocers  .  58 


Total  ...  285 


Premises  registered  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14: — 

Ice-cream  retailers  .  81 

Sausages  and  preserved  food  .  18 

Number  of  dairies  registered  .  8 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  674 


The  same  remarks  apply  in  respect  of  improvements  at  these  prernises 
as  those  made  with  regard  to  catering  premises,  and  the  same  observations 
also  apply  regarding  future  Regulations  and  present  legislation. 

A  tendency  noted  locally,  and  which  is  accelerating  nationally,  is  the 
gradual  closure  of  the  small  bakery,  whose  products  are  being  replaced  by 
those  of  the  large  factory  bakery.  The  year  saw  the  closure  of  three  small 
bakehouses,  two  of  which  were  really  unsuitable  for  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  used,  whilst  the  other  was  a  model  of  its  kind. 

The  decision  to  cease  using  the  bakehouse  rests,  of  course,  with  the 
proprietor  of  the  business,  but  the  continued  closure  of  small  bakehouses  is 
a  condition  which  may — and  reasonably  could — cause  regret;  but  the  alter¬ 
native,  the  large  factory  bakehouse,  has  several  merits  in  that  control  is 
easier,  cleanliness  in  general  more  readily  obtained,  and  the  product  is  of  a 
more  regular  consistency.  In  view  of  past  closures  and  the  acceleration 
noted  in  regard  to  closures,  it  is  apparent  that  the  factory  bakehouse  will, 
before  long,  become  the  dominant  feature  in  the  production  of  bread  or 
confectionery,  with  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  such  a  situation 
produces. 

Such  a  state  of  affairs  will  leave  behind  it  many  regrets,  as  did  the 
replacement  of  the  bakehouse -cooked  Sunday  joint  and  the  transference  of 
that  cooking  to  the  small  domestic  cookers.  But  before  many  years  are 
past,  the  bakery  attached  to  the  shop  may  be  an  anachronism. 


14 


TABLE  5. 


(c)  Milk. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-1954. 
MILK  SAMPLES. 


Sample  Procured  for 

Type  of 
Milk 

Total 

samples 

taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Remarks 

1. 

Examination 
for  Tubercle 

Bacilli 

Raw 

15 

14 

1  void 

2. 

Submission  to 
Methylene  Blue 

T.T. 

18 

14 

4 

Test 

Past 

32 

31 

1 

7  NT 

3. 

Submission  to 
Phosphatase 

Test 

Past 

32 

31 

1 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  table  that  all  the  samples  of  milk  sub¬ 
mitted  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  have,  where  the  examination  has  been  completed, 
been  found  to  be  satisfactory;  the  one  exception  being  a  void  sample  which, 
for  various  reasons,  was  not  examined  by  the  Laboratory. 

All  the  supplies  of  raw  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  have  been  sampled 
during  the  year  with  the  results  shown  above.  At  the  end  of  the  year  raw 
milk  was  being  sold  by  four  retailers  who  drew  their  supplies  from  six 
different  herds;  the  figures  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  being:  five 
retailers  taking  supplies  from  eight  herds. 


Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

The  four  unsatisfactory  samples  were  from  two  sources  of  supply, 
three  from  one  supply  and  one  from  another.  Three  of  the  failing  samples 
— that  is,  those  from  the  one  source  of  supply — were  from  a  farm  in  the 
rural  district  and  the  circumstances  of  these  failing  samples  were  reported 
to  the  Berkshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  whose  Milk  Production 
Officer  undertook  with  some  success  an  overhaul  of  the  methods  employed 
by  this  producer.  The  series  of  samples  had  not  been  completed  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  but  there  has  been  an  improvement  noted  in  the  succeeding 
results. 

The  other  failing  sample  came  from  a  source  which  normally  is  quite 
satisfactory  and  appeared  to  be  due  to  an  inadvertant  slip-up  on  the  part 
of  the  producer. 


Pasteurised  Milk. 

The  Milk  Marketing  Board  installed  a  new  pasteurising  plant  with 
ancillary  equipment,  and  during  the  period  when  teething  troubles  could  be 
expected,  they  did  in  fact  occur  in  the  milk  treated  by  them  and  distributed 
to  retailers  in  the  Borough  as  was  shown  by  the  unsatisfactory  Phosphatase 
test  and  Methylene  Blue  test  noted  under  Items  2  and  3.  Follow-up  samples 
proved  that  the  trouble  had  been  short-lived  and  succeeding  samples  have 
given  satisfactory  results. 

One  dairy  went  out  of  business  during  the  year. 
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Bottle  Washing. 

Two  series  of  tests  of  the  washed  bottles  at  the  premises  of  one  retailer 
were  taken  for  examination.  Subsequent  to  the  results  of  the  first  series 
having  been  obtained,  it  was  found  that  there  had  been  a  variation  of  method 
by  the  retailer  as  compared  with  previous  practice,  in  that  there  was  a  change 
of  detergent  used  and  the  steam  sterilizer  had  been  out  of  use  for  some  time 
past. 

The  second  series,  taken  shortly  after  results  of  the  first  had  been 
obtained,  was  really  inconclusive  and  the  tests  were  continued  after  the  close 
of  the  year.  (As  a  matter  of  interest,  the  lesults  have  proved  to  be  stais- 
factory). 

A  change  of  detergent  was  recommended  and  put  into  operation  whilst 
the  steam  sterilizer  was  brought  back  into  use. 


Designated  MiSks 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949-1954. 

On  the  1st  October  the  designation  “Accredited”  applied  to  milk  passed 
out  of  use  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  above  Regulations.  That 
left  only  two  designations  which  could  legally  be  used,  with  a  variation  on 
one;  they  were:  Pasteurised  milk.  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  (which  could  also 
be  referred  to  as  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  if,  in  fact,  pasteurisation  of 
the  supply  had  taken  place). 

Another  change  was,  that  all  milk  which  was  sold  as  Pasteurised  must 
be  bottled  at  the  place  at  which  pasteurisation  takes  place,  and  that  the  cover 
or  cap  must  be  of  a  type  defined  in  the  Regulations  and  fitted  so  as  to  cover 
the  lip  of  the  bottle.  In  other  words,  the  type  of  bottle  in  which  the  cap 
was  inside  the  mouth  ceased  to  be  used,  and  the  bottle  with  the  cap  covering 
the  whole  of  the  outlet  came  into  its  own.  The  advantages  of  the  change 
will  have  been  noted,  not  only  in  the  added  cleanliness  resulting  from  the 
elimination  of  the  possibility  of  rain  passing  into  the  bottle,  but  by  the 
apparent  increase  in  the  cream  line  in  the  newer,  narrower -necked  bottles. 

The  effect  of  these  changes  has  been  that  all  milk  sold  by  retail  to 
householders  is  now  bottled  milk.  Tlie  alteration  that  has  taken  place  since 
the  days  of  the  old  hand -can,  dipper  and  jug  v/ill  be  appreciated. 

Exceptions  to  the  sale  of  milk  in  bottles  can  be  briefly  defined  as  sales 
to  cafes,  canteens,  and  similar  establishments,  who  may  have  their  milk 
delivered  in  containers  other  than  bottles,  e.g.,  churns.  Here  again,  if  the 
milk  which  is  delivered  to  these  premises  is  Pasteurised  milk  and  sold  as 
such,  then  the  container  must  be  sealed  prior  to  leaving  the  pasteurising 
establishment. 
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TABLE  6. 
(d)  Ice-Cream. 


Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-1948. 

ICE-CREAM  SAMPLES. 


Provisional  Grade. 

No.  of  Samples. 

Per  cent. 

I 

68 

89.5 

II 

6 

7.9 

III 

2 

2.6 

IV 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  samples  =  76. 


Comparing  the  results  sec  out  in  this  table  with  those  of  the  preceding 
years,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  lower  grade  samples  has  been  much 
reduced,  to  such  a  degree  that  no  sample  was  placed  in  Grade  IV.  The 
fact  that  the  samples  placed  in  Grades  I  and  II  total  97.4  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  proves  the  point.  This  is  evidence  of  increased  attention  to  cleanli¬ 
ness  both  in  manufacture,  storage  and  handling.  Of  the  samples  placed  in 
Grade  III,  two  manufacturers  were  concerned.  In  the  case  of  one  manu¬ 
facturer,  he  has  now  ceased  to  trade,  while  the  other  manufacturer’s  products 
have  been  successively  examined  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  manufacturers  supplying  their  products  to  retailers 
within  the  Borough  fell  during  the  year  from  seven  to  five. 

It  is  satisfactory  once  more  to  record  that  the  only  manufacturer  whose 
premises  are  in  the  Borough  has  again  achieved  a  record  of  one  hundred 
per  cent,  of  his  samples  being  placed  in  Grade  I. 

TABLE  7. 

(e)  Caoiied  and  other  Foods  Condemned. 

WEIGHTS  OF  CANNED  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED  AS 
UNFIT  FOR  HUxMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


Bacon  and  Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68  lbs. 

Canned  Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  379  lbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8  lbs. 

Eggs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27  lbs. 

Fish  .  350  lbs. 

Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225  lbs. 

Miscellaneous,  including  confectionery  ...  ...  ...  ...  61  lbs. 

Preserves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  493  lbs. 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45  lbs. 

Tinned  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,196  lbs. 


Total  weight  condemned  =  1  ton,  5  cwts.,  57  lbs. 

In  a  previous  report  it  was  observed  that  the  decrease  in  the  amount  of 
canned  foodstuffs  condemned  was  due  to  the  causes  then  enumerated, 
namely:  better  packing  methods  and  adequate  and  more  suitable  tinned 
plate.  It  must  now  be  recorded  that  the  fall  in  the  weight  of  other  food¬ 
stuffs  condemned  is  due  to  the  improved  general  quality  of  the  articles  on 
sale,  with  a  quicker  turnover  and  increased  competition  producing  niore 
care  in  manufacture,  and  therefore  less  possibility  of  the  foodstuffs  deterior¬ 
ating. 

The  condemned  foodstuffs  were  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding. 
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TABLE  8. 


(f)  Meat  Inspection. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

Number  slaughtered  ...  2,105 

910 

2,745 

9,743 

10,282 

25,785 

Number  inspected  ...  2,105 

910 

2,745 

9,743 

10,282 

25,785 

All  diseaises  except  Tuberculosis: 
Whole  carcases  condemned  5 

7 

36 

10 

38 

96 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . . .  542 

359 

11 

604 

855 

2,371 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  ...  29.7 

58.2 

2.2 

6.3 

10.4 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  2 

22 

8 

32 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ...  79 

142 

1 

170 

392 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  ...  3.8 

18.0 

0.04 

1.7 

TABLE  9. 

(f)  Meat  Inspection  (cont.) 

WEIGHTS  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT  AND  OFFAL. 

Classification. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

(1)  At  slaughterhouses 

.  •  • 

•  .  . 

23 

8 

74 

(2)  On  retailer’s  premises: 

(a)  Home  killed 

3 

80 

(b)  Imported 

,  •  . 

.  .  . 

19 

56 

(3)  Total  weight 

24 

11 

98 

For  the  past  fourteen  and  a  half  years,  i.e.,  from  January  1940,  to  the 
3rd  July  1954,  the  Ministry  of  Food  had  been  responsible  for  the  purchase, 
distribution  and  control  of  the  meat  supplies  available  for  consumption 
throughout  the  country.  On  this  latter  date  the  home -killed  meat  trade  was 
handed  back  to  private  enterprise.  About  three  months  from  the  change¬ 
over,  the  Ministry  of  Food  had  required  local  authorities  to  make  suitable 
provision  for  slaughtering  within  their  own  districts,  but  the  time  allowed 
between  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  to  withdraw  and  that  on  which  the 
trade  was  being  returned  was  found  to  be  too  short,  with  the  net  result  that 
certain  decisions  had  to  be  hastened,  with  the  consequences  such  conditions 
generally  imply. 

The  assumption  that  the  Ministry  would  come  out  in  favour  of  im¬ 
proved  slaughtering  accommodation  for  the  future,  either  by  restriction  of 
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the  number  of  slaughterhouses  allowed  to  be  licensed  or  by  expansion  of 
their  own  facilities,  was  not  borne  out  by  the  result.  (The  number  and 
siting  of  slaughterhouses  in  the  country  still  remains  to  be  settled  at  this 
date).  All  that  was  required  of  the  authorities  was  to  ensure  that  there  was 
sufficient  slaughtering  accommodation  available  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 
The  immediate  effect  so  far  as  the  Borough  was  concerned  was  that  it  was 
recommended  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  that  there  was  ample 
slaughtering  accommodation  then  in  use  to  supply  all  the  needs  of  the 
butchers  in  the  Borough.  The  report  states: — 

“The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  was  of  opinion  that  the  Corporation 

slaughterhouses,  used  collectively,  would  be  adequate  to  meet  the  needs 

of  the  Borough  butchers”. 

In  1939  there  were  within  the  Borough  nine  slaughterhouses,  but  since 
that  date  all  the  slaughterhouses  with  the  exception  of  two  had  been  closed 
and  used  for  other  purposes.  The  result  was  that  the  only  presently  avail¬ 
able  slaughterhouses  were  those  which  had  been  continuously  used  by  the 
Ministry,  one  of  which  belonged  to  the  Corporation  and  the  other  to  a  firm 
of  wholesale  butchers.  These  were  the  only  ones  under  consideration  when 
the  report  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  was  prepared. 

After  discussion  it  became  evident  that  the  slaughtering  accomm.oda- 
tion  in  the  two  adjoining  local  authority  areas  was  bound  to  be  restricted 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  butchers,  insufficient  for  slaughtering  the  amount 
of  meat  which  it  was  thought  would  be  required  within  the  area  of  the  three 
authorities.  Therefore,  it  was  sought  to  increase  the  slaughtering  accom¬ 
modation  in  the  Borough  in  order  that  sufficient  accommodation  would  be 
available  for  the  butchers  in  the  three  districts.  The  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  were  sympathetic  to  this  view,  and  as  a  result,  the  Committee  later 
recommended  the  Council  that  there  was  need  to  re -licence  another 
slaughterhouse  within  the  Borough.  The  tenants  of  this  slaughterhouse  had 
previously  made  application  for  a  licence  and  this  application  was,  in  effect, 
backed  by  the  other  butchers.  The  Committee  in  their  recommendation 
stated  that  a  considerable  amount  of  work  was  required  in  order  to  bring 
these  premises  up  to  a  reasonable  standard  if  a  licence  was  to  be  granted 
for  their  use  as  a  slaughterhouse. 

The  situation  of  the  slaughterhouse  is  not  ideal,  but  the  fact  remains 
that  it  was  the  only  one  which  could  be  readily  brought  into  use  in  order 
to  meet  the  estimation  of  slaughtering  put  forward  by  the  butchers.  There¬ 
fore,  it  was  with  some  misgivings  that  the  Committee  agreed  to  the  principle 
that  a  licence  should  be  issued  for  these  premises,  but  before  doing  so  they 
required  substantial  alterations  and  improvements  to  be  carried  out.  These 
alterations  and  improvements  have  now  been  completed  and  the  result  is — 
so  far  as  it  can  be  said  of  premises  in  their  situation — that  the  slaughterhouse 
is  in  a  reasonable  state  and  fitted  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used. 

As  to  the  other  two  slaughterhouses,  i.e.,  those  used  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  the  Committee  approved  an  arrangement  whereby  that  belonging  to 
the  Corporation  was  rented  to  representatives  of  an  association  of  butchers 
trading  within  the  Borough  and  in  the  two  adjoining  rural  districts. 

The  other  slaughterhouse  which  was  privately  owned  has  reverted  to 
the  original  ownership  of  a  firm  of  wholesale  butchers,  who  are  now  in  sole 
occupation,  purchasing  and  distributing  meat  in  accordance  with  orders  they 
have  previously  received  from  retailers  mainly  in  areas  outside  the  Borough. 

To  go  back  to  the  slaughterhouse  owned  by  the  Corporation:  in  1938 
the  premises  were  rented  to  four  retail  butchers  and  used  by  probably  twice 
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that  number.  The  amount  of  slaughtering  taking  place  at  this  slaughterhouse 
in  those  days  was  meagre  compared  with  what  is  now  being  done,  when 
there  are  a  round  dozen  retailers  who  have  their  animals  slaughtered  there 
and  whose  shop  premises  are  situated  in  the  area  of  the  three  local  authori¬ 
ties,  together  with  one  wholesaler  who  buys  elsewhere,  has  the  animals 
slaughtered  here  and  then  conveys  the  carcases  to  London  for  sale  on  the 
wholesale  market. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Council  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  have  resulted  in  the  continued  closure  of  three 
slaughterhouses  in  use  prior  to  1940,  two  of  which  were  small,  inadequate, 
unsatisfactory  and  insufficient  set  of  premises  and  were  badly  sited.  The 
other  was  used  for  the  wholesale  pork  trade,  and  the  substitution  of  a  newly 
licensed  slaughterhouse  for  these  premises  has  resulted  in  the  continued 
closure  of  this  slaughterhouse.  In  respect  of  the  latter,  the  ownership  has 
changed  during  the  intervening  years  and  the  present  owner  was  diffident 
about  re-opening  them  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  had  been  used  in 
pre-war  days.  In  view  of  the  amount  of  work  which  would  be  required  to 
bring  the  premises  up  to  a  reasonable  standard,  this  attitude  is  understand¬ 
able. 


The  figures  which  have  been  presented  to  the  Committee  show  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  inspected  during 
the  last  six  months  of  the  year  as  compared  with  other  periods  which  are 
tabulated.  The  figures  for  the  month  of  December,  1954,  show  that  in  that 
month  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  approximately  75%  of  the 
total  of  animals  slaughtered  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year;  and  whilst 
this  figure  is  exceptional,  the  significance  of  the  figures  quoted  will  be 
realised. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  are  now  satisfied  that 
adequate  provision  has  been  made  for  the  needs  of  the  area.  That  decision 
is  proved  by  a  reference  to  the  figures  which  have  been  noted  earlier,  and  the 
percentage  of  meat  which  is  being  taken  out  by  the  butchers  of  the  district 
and  the  quantity  which  is  being  delivered  outside  the  area  of  the  three  local 
authorities. 

One  result  of  the  de- control  of  meat  has  been  the  withdrawal  of  the 
limited  degree  of  control  exercised  over  meat  and  offal  which  was  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption;  in  particular.  Ministry  of  Food 
Circular  21/53  which  required  the  dyeing  of  meat  to  distinguish  that  con¬ 
demned  from  that  which  was  fit  for  human  consumption.  Under  this 
Circular,  responsibility  for  the  control  of  condemned  meat  rested  with  the 
Ministry,  and  the  advantage  of  dyeing  condemned  meat  as  required  by  the 
Circular  was  so  obvious  that  steps  have  been  taken  for  this  practice  to  be 
continued,  even  though  it  is  on  a  voluntary  basis.  The  dye  is  of  such  a 
nature  that  it  is  penetrating,  distinctive  and  almost  permanent,  for  once  it 
has  been  poured  on  the  meat,  the  evidence  cannot  be  readiiy  removed.  This 
may  make  for  a  sense  of  false  security,  particularly  where  the  final  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  meat  or  offal  is  outside  the  area  of  the  local  authority  and  is 
a  matter  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  adequately  dealt  with  under  the  new 
Food  and  Drugs  legislation.  The  only  sure  safeguard  is  to  sterilise  the 
meat  and  offal  on  the  premises  on  which  they  are  condemned,  and  to  see 
that  the  process  is  under  the  control  of  the  local  authority.  This  could 
mainly  eliminate  any  possibility  of  any  surreptitious  or  clandestine  trade  in 
these  articles. 

*  See  Appendix. 
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Housing. 


TABLE  10. 

HOUSING  TABLE,  1954. 

No.  of  new  dwelling  houses  built: — 

(1)  by  Local  Authorities  . 

(2)  by  Private  Persons 

(3)  by  Ministry  of  Works 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub -head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  ... 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  statutory  notices 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
demolition  orders  were  made 

of  which 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
of  demolition  orders 

pursuance 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  in 
Orders  made  by  the  Local  Authority 

Clearance 

(5) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  in 
Orders  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 

Clearance 

(6) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
of  Clearance  Orders  . 

pursuance 

(7) 

The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the 
of  works 

execution 

4.  Overcrowding.: — 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 
year 

(2)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
the  year 

Undertakings  given: — 

Houses  closed  after  undertaking  by  owner  not  to  re-let 


TABLE  11. 


RE -HOUSING  PROGRESS. 
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Total  houses  to  be 
dealt  with  per 
Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  1949  ...  4  10  6  6  7  8  41 


Vacant  at  date 
survey 

of 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 

Re -housed  prior 
1954 

to 

3 

9 

5 

3 

— 

_ 
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Re-housed  during  1954  — 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Houses  re -occupied 
during  1954 


Total  vacated  ...  4  9  6  4  —  2  25 


Total  number  of  ten¬ 
ants  and  famiUes  to 

be  re-housed  ...  —  1  —  2  7  6  16 


Housing  Act,  1954. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  30th  August,  1954,  and  requires  the 
local  authority — amongst  other  things — to  formulate  proposals  regarding 
the  measures  they  propose  to  adopt  to  deal  with  any  sub -standard  housing  in 
their  district.  A  report  on  this  subject  is  in  process  of  preparation  and  will 
be  submitted  during  the  coming  year. 

Another  duty  placed  on  the  local  authority  by  the  new  measure  is  to 
deal  with  applications  for  the  issue  of  certificates  of  disrepair  in  respect  of 
any  dwelling-house,  if  application  is  made  by  a  tenant  who  considers  him¬ 
self  aggrieved  by  notice  from  the  owner  to  increase  the  rent  of  the  house. 
It  is  interesting  to  note,  despite  publicity  both  local  and  national,  that,  at 
the  end  of  the  year  there  had  not  been  one  application  for  a  certificate  of 
disrepair;  a  curious  commentary  on  the  present  housing  situation. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 

TABLE  12. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 


Number  Number  of 

on  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

98 

60 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

124 

249 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

TOTAL 

222 

309 

— 

— 

2.-CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


Number  of 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  cases  in 

Referred  which 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  To  H.M  By  H.M.  prosecutions 

Inspector  Inspector  were 

instituted 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(b.3)  .  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  ((S.4)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork)  .  — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ...  11 

11 

1 

— 

— 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936  —  Section  269. 

TABLE  13. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

(1)  Licences  granted  to  station  and  use  one  caravan  only  7 

(2)  Conditional  licences  (under  (1))  i.e.,  whilst  house  being 

built  on  site  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Applications  for  licences  refused  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Caravans  on  licensed  sites  at  end  of  year  .  6 

At  their  November  meeting  the  Council  approved  a  recommendation 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  the  following  terms: — 

“5.  An  application  has  been  made  for  the  issue  of  a  licence 
authorising  land  at  the  rear  of  33  Shaw  Road,  Newbury,  to  be  used  as  a 
site  for  moveable  dwellings.  Tire  intention  is  to  station  approximately 
twenty -four  caravans  on  the  site  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
satisfied  that  the  proposals  will  meet  all  public  health  requirements. 
The  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  application  be  approved 
and  that  a  licence  be  granted  subject  to  conditions  approved  by  the 
Committee”. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  an  application  has  been  received  for  the 
stationing  and  use  of  more  than  one  caravan  on  a  site,  but  the  proposals 
made  by  the  owner  regarding  amenities,  siting,  preparation  and  so  forth 
were  found  to  be  suitable  and  adequate,  and  in  these  circumstances  the 
recommendation  was  approved. 

Shops  Acts,  1934 — 1950. 

All  the  shops  within  the  Borough  were  visited  at  least  once  and  par¬ 
ticular  attention  was  paid  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  required  forms 
and  notices,  e.g.,  those  relating  to  the  employment  of  young  persons  and  the 
weekly  half  holiday.  A  number  of  cases  where  the  notices  were  not  ex¬ 
hibited  were  remedied  by  the  proprietors  after  their  attention  had  been  drawn 
to  the  omission. 


TABLE  14. 

Schools  and  School  Canteens. 

No.  of  School  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  visits  to  School  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

No.  of  Canteens  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Canteens  at  which  works  were  required  and/or  carried 

out  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  — 


Dustbins. 

The  Council,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
approved  recommendations  as  follows: — 

“(i)  that  the  Council  undertakes  the  provision  and  maintenance  of 
dustbins  for  the  reception  of  house  refuse  as  from  1st  April,  1955, 
and  that  provision  be  made  in  next  year’s  estimates  for  the  purchase 
of  the  necessary  dustbins; 

(ii)  that  the  Town  Clerk  be  authorised  to  notify  the  occupier  (and  the 
owner  where  the  occupier  is  not  the  ratepayer)  of  a  building  with- 
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out  a  suitable  dustbin,  properly  covered  and  in  proper  condition, 
that  if  such  a  dustbin  is  not  provided  by  the  occupier  or  owner  of 
the  building,  the  Council  will  provide  and  maintain  a  dustbin  and 
make  charge  therefor  of  five  shillings  per  annum”. 

Thus  it  is  hoped  that  the  question  of  the  responsibility  for  providing 
dustbins  will  be  resolved  in  a  form  which  will  avoid  the  difficulties  reported 
as  occurring  in  some  other  areas. 

TABLE  15. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Return  of  Work  by  Rodent  Operatives. 


Local 

Authority 


Type  of  Property. 

All  other 
(including 

Dwelling  Agri-  Business  & 
Houses  cultural  Industrial)  Total 


1. 

Total  number  of 
properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District 

21 

5,412 

6 

892 

6,331 

2. 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  the 
Local  Authority  dur¬ 
ing  1954  . 

as  a  result  (a)  of 
notification  or  (b) 

(a)  4 

196 

— 

34 

234 

otherwise 

(b)  52 

1,094 

— 

35 

1,181 

3. 

Number  of  properties 
(under  2)  found  to 

Major 

be  infested  by  rats 

Minor 

31 

428 

— 

20 

479 

4. 

Number  of  properties 
(under  2)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by 

mice  . 

1 

104 

— 

18 

123 

5. 

Number  of  infested 
properties  (under  3 
and  4)  treated  by  the 
Local  Authority 

32 

532 

38 

602 

6. 

Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section 
4:— 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  Works 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i.e..  Proofing)  ... 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 

was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following 
issue  of  notice  under 
Section  4 

8. 

Legal  Proceedings  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Number  of  “block”  control  schemes  carried  out 
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The  two  significant  items  in  the  Joint  Committee’s  work  to  which  par¬ 
ticular  attention  is  directed  are: — 

(1)  that  the  Committee  passed  the  following  resolution  with  respect  to 
Crown  property: — 

“That  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  be  informed  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  the  rodent  infestation  of 
Crown  property,  other  than  that  occupied  and  controlled  by 
the  armed  forces  and  not  subject  to  the  Official  Secrets  Act, 
should  be  dealt  with  by  the  staffs  of  the  local  authorities  (i)  on 
the  grounds  of  econom.y,  and  (ii)  on  the  grounds  that  local 
knowledge  was  available  and  could  be  of  considerable  value 
in  these  circumstances”. 

The  need  for  such  a  change  of  direction  will  be  understood  when 
it  is  found  that  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have  gangs 
of  rodent  operatives  stationed  in  Reading  and  other  places,  from 
which  points  they  may  be — -and  are —  sent  out  to  deal  with  infesta¬ 
tions  on  Crown  property  in  the  area  of  any  local  authority.  Thus 
we  have  the  position  that,  because  a  certain  property  is  owned  by 
the  Crown,  it  must  be  treated  by  Crown  employees,  despite  the 
fact  that  there  is  available  in  the  district  a  service  which  could  quite 
readily  deal  with  these  properties  and  without  any  change  of 
emphasis  in  the  present  working. 

(2)  Experiments  with  new  bait  bases  were  another  feature  worth 

recording.  The  effect  was  to  provide  variations  of  baits  other  than 
those  officially  prescribed.  The  experiments  were  successful. 

The  Joint  Committee  reconsidered  the  charges  m.ade  for  rodent  work 
carried  out  on  business  premises  and  increased  the  hourly  charge  from  4/6 
to  5/-  per  man  hour. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Two  licences  were  issued,  one  of  which  related  to  shop  premises 
authorised  for  the  keeping  of  pets.  The  second  licence  was  issued  to  a 
stall -holder  in  the  general  market. 

In  both  instances  the  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  the 
licences  were  issued  after  consultation  with  the  local  inspector  of  the 

R.S.P.C.A. 

Berkshire  County  Council  Act,  1953. 

Byelaws  relating  to  conditions  at  the  premises  of  hairdressers  and 
barbers  were  brought  into  operation  on  1st  November,  1954. 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1951. 

One  manufacturer  only  is  governed  by  the  terms  of  this  Act  in  relation 
to  filUng  used  for  bedding  and  upholstery,  and  as  all  the  material  used  is 
the  subject  of  a  warranty  being  in  accordance  with  B.S.S.  No.  1425/1954, 
the  terms  of  the  Act  are  satisfied. 

*  APPENDIX. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 


1.  Animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  inspected  during  the  period. 


Month  of 
Dec.  1954 

6  months 
ending 
30-6-54 

6  months 
ending 
31-12-54 

12  months 
ending 
31-12-54 

12  months 
ending 
31-12-53 

Beasts 

297 

718 

1,387 

2,105 

1,852 

Cows 

259 

96 

814 

910 

334 

Pigs 

2,352 

1,937 

8,345 

10,282 

4,514 

Sheep 

1,019 

3,051 

6,692 

9,743 

2,185 

Calves 

618 

289 

2,456 

2,745 

1,072 

Totals 

4,545 

6,091 

19,694 

25,785 

9,957 
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2.  Number  and  percentage  affected  with  disease  or  adverse  conditions: 


(a)  T.B.: 


Month  of 
Dec.  1954 
No.  % 

6  months 
ending 
30-6-54 
No.  % 

6  months 
ending 
31-12-54 
No.  % 

12  months 
ending 
31-12-54 
No.  % 

12  months 
ending 
31-12-53 
No.  % 

Beasts 

13 

4.4 

23 

3.2 

58 

4.2 

81 

3.8 

73 

3.9 

Cows 

80 

30.9 

13 

13.5 

151 

18.5 

164 

18.0 

38 

11.4 

Pigs 

26 

1.1 

40 

2.1 

138 

1.6 

178 

1.7 

70 

3.2 

Sheep 

Calves 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

0.04 

1 

0.09 

(b)  Diseases  or  conditions 

other  than 

T.B.: 

Beasts 

60 

20.2 

269 

37.4 

278 

20.0 

547 

25.9 

591 

31.9 

Cows 

140 

54.0 

57 

59.4 

309 

37.9 

366 

40.2 

132 

50.9 

Pigs 

99 

4.2 

393 

20.3 

500 

5.9 

893 

8.7 

458 

24.1 

Sheep 

16 

1.6 

515 

16.8 

99 

1.5 

614 

6.3 

780 

17.3 

Calves 

8 

1.3 

18 

6.2 

29 

1.2 

47 

1.8 

73 

6.89 

Weight  of 

meat  and 

Offal 

condemned: 

6  tons 
8cwts. 
741bs. 

7  tons 

llcwts. 

321bs. 

15  tons 
17cwts. 
421bs. 

23  tons 
8cwts. 
741bs. 

17  tons 

4cwts. 

871bs. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  appendix  to  the  report  sets  out  figures  which  illustrate  the  amount 
of  meat  inspection  work  carried  out  during  the  periods  given,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  during 
the  six  months  since  rationing  of  meat  was  discontinued. 

In  Table  1  it  will  be  observed  that  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
during  (a)  the  month  of  December,  1954,  show  a  total  of  approximately  75% 
of  the  carcases  inspected  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year;  (b)  the  total 
for  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  is  over  three  times  that  for  the  first  six 
months;  (c)  whilst  the  total  for  the  year  is  two  and  a  half  times  greater  than 
was  recorded  for  the  year  1953. 

Tables  2  and  3  give  information  as  to  (i)  the  number  and  percentage  of 
animals  affected  with  disease  or  adverse  conditions,  and  (ii)  the  amount  of 
meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  periods  set  out. 

A  number  of  interesting  points  can  be  deduced  from  these  figures,  e.g. 
— (1)  that  the  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  December 
reached  about  90%  of  that  condemned  during  the  first  six  months  of  1954; 
(2)  in  the  second  six  months  of  that  period  the  amount  condemned  was 
practically  twice  the  amount  condemned  in  the  first  six  months  of  1954;  (2) 
in  the  second  six  months  of  that  period  the  amount  condemned  was  prac¬ 
tically  twice  the  amount  condemned  in  the  first  six  months;  (3)  the  total 
weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  during  the  whole  year  exceeds  by 
approximately  30%  that  condemned  in  the  previous  year. 

The  major  portion  of  the  meat  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  is  distributed 
outside  the  area  which  was  served  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  whilst  rationing 
was  in  force,  and  which  was  based  on  the  two  slaughterhouses  then  in  use. 

The  fact  that  one  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  of  the  carcases  has  not 
been  achieved  without  some  effort,  is  a  point  that  will  be  realised,  and  the 
increase  in  the  time  spent  on  this  work  will  also  be  appreciated.  The  whole 
of  the  additional  work  has  been  carried  out  without  outside  assistance. 
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BRADFiELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


WATER. 

Location  of  Extension. 

Length  in  Yards. 

Reading  Wafer  Dept.: 

Birch  Farm  Housing  Estate,  Tilehurst  ... 

.  1009 

Calcot  Housing  Site 

.  1637 

Calcot  Housing  Site 

.  2337 

Purley  Park  River  Estate 

.  3262 

Mid-Wessex  Water  Company: 

Aldermaston  Housing  Site  (part  2) 

.  764 

Aldermaston  Housing  Site  (part  3) 

.  123 

Burghfield  Housing  Site,  Pinchcut 

.  354 

Off  Swallowfield  Road,  Beech  Hill 

.  107 

Brewery  Common,  Mortimer 

.  67 

SAMPLES, 

28  samples  of  water  for  analysis  were  taken  during  the  year.  Of  these 
samples,  13  were  unsatisfactory.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  cash 
case. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

Individual  licences  for  the  year  were  issued  in  respect  of  286  caravans. 
SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

During  the  year  a  scheme  was  commenced  for  Upper  Bucklebury.  The 
scheme  comprises  1  filter,  1  settlement  tank,  1  humus  tank,  sludge  lagoons 
and  drying  area.  The  works  can  be  extended  when  necessary. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  SCHEME. 

In  June  1954,  a  Muirhill  Loader  was  purchased  for  use  on  the  various 
tips  thus  saving  the  wages  of  two  men.  The  re-organisation  is  working  very 
satisfactorily. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

During  the  year  110  inspections  of  shops  were  made. 

No  Statutory  action  was  taken,  but  several  verbal  requests  for  improve¬ 
ments  were  complied  with. 

MEAT. 

Particulars  of  any  legal  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1875  and 
1936  or  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924: — 

Seven  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  unfit  meat. 

Disposal  of  unfit  meat — small  quantities  burnt  or  buried.  Larger 
quantities  sent  to  be  rendered  down. 


28 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  OTHER  THAN  MEAT. 

Ninety  inspections  of  catering  establishments  were  made  during  the 
year  and  a  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  was  found. 

Fifteen  condemnations  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  various 
tinned  foods.  Disposal  of  unfit  tinned  food — burnt  or  buried. 


Food  Premises. 

Bakeries  8 

General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Butchers  9 

Caterers  (including  licensed  premises  and  industrial)  ...  73 

Confectioners  (sweets  only)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Greengrocers  3 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dairies  11 


190 

PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  14 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Ice-cream  retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Sausages,  preserved  foods  retailers  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  dairies  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises .  90 


MILK  SAMPLES. 


Samples  procured 
for 

Type  of 
milk 

Total 

Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

1. 

Examination  for 
tubercle  bacilli 

Raw  T.T. 

4 

4 

Nil 

2. 

Submission  to 
Methylene  Blue 
test 

Pasteurised 

18 

18 

Nil 

3. 

Submission  to 

Phosphatase 

test 

Pasteurised 

18 

18 

Nil 

ICE-CREAM. 


Eleven  ice-cream  samples  were  taken  with  the  following  results: — 


Grade  I 

Grade  11 

Grade  III 

Grade  IV 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

The  products  of  four  manufacturers  were  concerned  in  this  sampling. 
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MILK. 


During  1954,  the  local  authority  issued  27  licences  to  retailers  as 
follows: — 


Tuberculin  tested: 


Pasteurised: 

Sterilised: 


8  dealers’  licences. 
5  supplementary. 

8  dealers’  licences. 
4  supplementary. 

1  dealer’s  licence. 

1  supplementary. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS’  SHOPS. 

Five  slaughter  houses  were  provisionally  licensed  for  a  period  of  six 
months,  pending  the  completion  of  specified  works  and  alterations  at  each 
premises. 

This  was  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  proposed  that 
slaughter  houses,  in  which  the  specified  works  have  not  been  carried  out, 
shall  not  be  re-licensed. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


Dwellinghouses 

including 

Council 

L.A.  Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
property 
including 
business  and 
industrial 

Total  number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s  area 

28 

6373 

431 

453 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  1954  as  a 
result  of — 

(a)  notification 

Nil 

171 

1 

21 

(b)  survey  or  otherwise... 

29 

2273 

101 

221 

(c)  otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose)  ... 

Nil 

198 

4 

81 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  which  were  found 
to  be  seriously  infested 
by  mice  . 

Nil 

29 

10 

10 

Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  which  were  found 
to  be  infested  by  rats 

9  major 

127  major 

18  major 

15  major 

20  minor 

383  minor 

42  minor 

12  minor 

Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  treated  by  the 
Local  Authority 

28 

539 

1 

37 

30 


HOUSING  TABLE. 


Number  of  Dwellinghouses  built: 

1.  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

By  Private  Persons  .  91 

Inspections  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year: 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  900 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  1100 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respect 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation .  30 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year: 

1.  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  .  24 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  .  23 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  2 

5.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders 

made  by  the  Local  Authority  . ‘  .  Nil 

6.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders 

confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

7.  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  demolished  in  Pursuance  of 

clearance  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

8.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of 

works  1 

Owing  to  the  housing  shortage,  statutory  action  with 
regard  to  the  few  overcrowding  cases  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  department  during  the  year,  has  not  been 
taken.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  policy. 

Overcrowding: 

(a)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  Nil 

Representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to: 

1.  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  Works  ...  1 

2.  The  making  of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 


Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  ...  ...  ... 

17 

10 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

48 

25 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises 

TOTAL  ... 

65 

35 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  ot 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  cases  in 

Referred  which 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  prosecutions 

Inspector  Inspector  were 

instituted 

(1) _ (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  —  —  —  —  — 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  —  —  —  —  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  —  —  —  —  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  ...  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  —  —  —  —  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  —  —  —  —  — 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork)  .  —  —  —  —  — 

TOTAL  ...  —  —  —  —  — 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT 


Number  of  different  premises  visited . 

„  Inspections  made 

„  Complaints  received 

„  Defects  and  Nuisances  discovered  . 

„  Notices  served — Informal 

„  Statutory  . 

„  Prosecutions  . 

Number  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  Abated: 

As  to  Privies,  W.C’s.  Sink  wastes,  etc . 

„  Drains  and  Cesspools  . 

„  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  •... 

„  Deficient  or  impure  water  . 

„  Unclean  houses  . 

„  Overcrowded  houses  (See  separate  notes) 

„  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc . 

„  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits . 

„  Other  defects  or  nuisances  . 

Number  of  Premises  disinfested . 

„  Water  samples  taken  for  analysis  . 

„  Wells  closed  . 

„  Wells  cleaned,  repaired  or  deepened . 

„  New  wells  sunk  . 

„  Houses  connected  with  water  mains . 

„  Water  certificates  granted  . 

„  Seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  food  or  diseased  food 
„  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C’s. 

Milkshops:  Number  on  register . 

Milkshops:  Number  of  inspections  . 

Slaughterhouses:  Number  on  register . 

Slaughterhouses:  Number  of  inspections 

Piggeries:  Number  of  inspections  . 


1900 

3500 

100 

89 

20 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

10 

Nil 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

11 

20 

12 

28 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

569 

Nil 

20 

58 

3 

6 

5 

25 

Nil 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


WATER. 

General. — There  was  no  shortage  of  water  for  domestic  use  during  the 
year.  A  comprehensive  network  of  water  mains  now  supplies  the  district. 

Woolhampton. — An  extension  of  the  Mid-Wessex  water  main  at  Wool- 
hampton  was  laid  along  the  Bath  Road  to  Sun  Hill.  There  are  41  houses 
along  this  extension  including  18  Council  Houses. 

Marsh  Benham. — The  Boxford  Regional  Water  Scheme  was  extended 
to  Marsh  Benham  to  serve  an  additional  19  houses. 

Midgham. — The  extension  from  Midgham  Green  to  Midgham  Village 
although  previously  approved  by  the  Ministry,  had  not  commenced  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  this  may  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1955. 

Samples. — Twenty  nine  water  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year.  Ten  of  these  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  and 
in  each  case  either  an  alternative  supply  was  made  available,  or  the  existing 
arrangements  were  improved. 


SEWAGE. 

Cold  Ash  Sewage  Scheme. — This  scheme  was  again  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  for  their  permission  to  invite  tenders,  but  in  their  opinion  the  time 
was  still  not  opportune  for  the  undertaking.  However  the  Ministry  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  consider  tenders  for  Ashmore  Green  section  in  or  about  May,  1955. 

Woolhampton  Sewage  Scheme.  The  consultant  engineers  preparing 
this  scheme  have  been  given  instructions  as  to  the  siting  of  the  sewage  works 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  final  plans  will  have  been  prepared  by  early  1955. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  weekly  kerbside  collection  continued  to  operate  during  the  year. 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  on  tips  situated  off  Pound  Lane,  Thatcham, 
by  controlled  tipping. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area: — 


General  Food  Shops  20 

Bakehouses  and  General  Stores  .  5 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  2 

Confectioner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Greengrocers  1 

Caterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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Of  these,  4  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  the  manufacture  of  sausages.  There  are  40  premises  licensed  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream,  an  increase  of  5  during  the  year;  4  dairies  are  registered 
under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

During  the  year  one  catering  establishment  closed  down  and  two  places 
opened  as  small  cafes  with  tea  gardens.  Each  of  these  complied  with  all 
necessary  requirements  before  opening.  At  the  end  of  the  year  two  shops 
were  under  construction,  and  consultations  in  the  planning  stage  have 
ensured  that  these  will  comply  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

In  all  73  inspections  were  made  of  food  premises. 

Condemned  foodstuffs  during  the  year  was  as  under; — 


Skimmed  Milk 
Cooked  Meat 
Dried  Fruit 


mibs. 
23ilbs. 
61  lbs. 


In  each  case  this  was  the  whole  of  the  stock  affected.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  bulk  of  unsound  food  in  the  area  is  returned  to  wholesalers 
in  Newbury  and  Reading  Boroughs,  and  disposed  of  there. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  46  caravans  were  licensed  on  29  sites,  while 
a  further  seven  sites  were  licensed  to  hold  241  caravans. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  one  of  these  licenced  sites  was  considered  to  be 
unsatisfactory,  since  the  site  works  which  had  been  approved,  were  not 
completed. 

Action  has  been  commenced  against  the  operator  of  an  unoflBcial  site 
for  which  a  licence  had  already  been  refused. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

This  is  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  Newbury  Borough  and  Hunger - 
ford  R.D.C.;  work  is  co-ordinated  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  three 
Authorities. 


HOUSING. 

In  connection  with  Repairs  and  Rent  Act  1954,  a  complete  survey  of  all 
the  houses  in  the  area  was  commenced  in  September,  each  house  being 
placed  in  one  of  three  categories,  i.e.,  (1)  Fit  or  requiring  minor  repairs; 
(2)  Requiring  major  repairs  or  improvements;  (3)  Unfit  and  not  repairable 
at  reasonable  expense.  Some  7^%  of  the  dwellings  inspected  by  the  end  of 
the  year  were  listed  as  unfit  and  included  in  the  third  category.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  the  survey  will  be  complete  by  July  1955. 

Grants  for  the  improvement  and  modernising  of  private  houses  were 
sanctioned  for  22  houses. 
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HOUSING  TABLE,  1954. 


Number  of  new  Dwelling  Houses  built: — 

(1)  By  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

(2)  By  Private  Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  tbe  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwellings  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (including  housing  survey)  ...  ...  ...  1902 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  1943 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  .  711 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  Houses  demolished  by  agreement  with 

owner  .  2 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year; — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  included  in  Clearance 

Orders  made  by  the  Local  Authority .  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  included  in  Clearance 

Orders  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  ...  ...  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Clearance  Orders  Nil 

(7)  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  Nil 

Representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to: — 

(1)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  Nil 

(2)  The  making  of  demolition  orders  .  14 

Overcrowding; 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Undertaking  given: 

Houses  closed  after  undertaking  by  owner  not  to  re-let  ...  3 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

^  Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Premises  Register 

(1)  (2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

6 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

68 

28 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

TOTAL 

74 

30 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  cases  in 

Referred  which 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  prosecutions 

Inspector  Inspector  were 

instituted 

(1) _ (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  —  —  —  —  — 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  ...  ...  —  —  —  —  — 

Inadaquate  ventilation  (S.4)  —  —  —  —  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  —  —  —  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  1  1  —  —  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  2  1  —  —  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  —  —  —  —  — 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork)  .  —  —  —  —  — 


Total  ...  3  2 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 


(a)  Inspections. 

(1)  Housing. 

(a)  Investigation  of  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  173 

(b)  Interviews  with  builder  or  owner  ...  ...  ...  204 

(c)  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

(d)  Other  (including  Housing  Survey)  .  1526 

(2)  Complaints  other  than  housing  .  37 

(3)  Foodshops  and  Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

(4)  Other  Shops  .  4 

(5)  Factories  14 

(6)  Rats  and  Mice  .  7 

(7)  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(8)  Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(9)  Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  .  43 

(10)  Petrol  Installations  .  72 

(b)  Water  Samples. 

Bacteriological  .  29 

(c)  Notices  Served. 

(a)  Informal  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  63 

(b)  Statutory  0 
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HUNCERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


1.  WATER. 

The  public  water  supplies  serving  this  District  are  chlorinated  at  source 
— samples  taken  from  the  treated  water  proved  that  a  satisfactory  supply  was 
being  maintained. 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  was  20,  of  which  13  taken  from  Public 
Supplies  were  satisfactory,  7  from  3  Private  Supplies  were  unsatisfactory; 
the  appropriate  action  was  taken  and  2  supplies  were  treated  and  improved. 


2.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

At  Kintbury  further  conversions  to  water-born  drainage  took  place 
and  the  effluent  from  the  disposal  works  continued  to  pass  the  requirements 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board. 

The  Lambourn  Scheme  of  Sewerage  and  Disposal  was  at  long  last  com¬ 
pleted  in  September  and  conversions  to  water-borne  drainage  commenced 
immediately. 

The  condition  of  the  Hungerford  Scheme  still  further  worsened  and 
considerable  anxiety  has  been  felt  that  if  the  improvements  are  not  soon 
carried  out  then  a  complete  breakdown  may  occur.  (Note: —  Since  the  end 
of  the  year  the  Council’s  Consultants  have  prepared  a  Scheme). 


3.  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  problem  of  arranging  more  frequent  collections  of  refuse  is  now 
aggravated  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  further  sites  suitable  for  use  as 
tips.  This  problem  was  not  helped  when  during  the  past  year,  the  Eastbury 
tip  was  out  of  use  for  many  months,  owing  to  the  illegal  deposit  of  soil. 
All  refuse  had  to  be  taken  to  the  Denford  tip.  As  a  result,  tipping  at  the 
latter  site  is  also  nearing  completion. 

Rodent  control  of  the  tips  was  maintained. 


4.  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  completion  and  occupation  of  284  post-war  houses  show  that  pro¬ 
gress  was  maintained  through  the  year.  The  number  of  private  dwellings 
completed  and  occupied  since  the  war  has  now  increased  to  84. 


5.  SCHOOLS 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  improve  the  low  standard  of  sanitary 
arrangements  in  the  smaller  schools. 
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6.  RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  Joint  Committee  Scheme  continued  to  prove  satisfactory  through¬ 
out  the  year. 


Dwelling 

Houses 

Business 
and  others 

Total 

Premises  visited 

621 

206 

827 

Rat  infestations  treated 

265 

22 

287 

Mice  infestations  treated 

11 

0 

11 

7.  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Routine  visits  and  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  with  regard 
to  sanitary  arrangements,  cleanliness,  heating,  lighting  and  ventilation. 


8.  SALE  OF  FOODSTUFFS. 

All  premises  used  for  the  sale  of  food,  including  catering  establishments, 
were  visited  frequently  with  a  view  to  improving  further  the  standard  of 
food  hygiene.  Advice  was  often  given  with  regard  to  storage  of  food,  to 


prevent  any  rodent  infestation. 

No.  of  Food  Shops. 

Bakers  9 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Grocers  46 

93 

No.  of  Dairies  4 

No.  of  Catering  Establishments  (including  licensed  and  industrial)...  39 

No.  of  visits  .  114 

Premises  registered  under  Section  14: — 

Ice  Cream  .  24 

Sausages  and  Preserved  Food  .  8 


9.  CONDEMNED  FOOD. 

The  following  were  inspected,  condemned  and  voluntarily  surrendered 
during  the  year: — 

53  Tins  Fruit.  4  Tins  Tomatoes. 

20  Tins  Evaporated  Milk.  ll^lbs.  Cheese. 

4  Tins  Fish.  14ilbs.  Imported  Meat. 

Home  killed  Meat: —  Beef  lOTilbs. 

Pork  25ilbs. 

Tinned  and  other  foods  are  buried.  Small  quantities  of  meat  are  burnt. 
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10.  ICE  CREAM. 


There  are  24  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  6  samples 
were  taken,  3  being  in  Grade  I  and  3  in  Grade  11. 

The  products  of  three  manufacturers  were  involved  in  this  sampling. 


11.  RETAIL  OF  MILK. 

Sampling  of  milk  continued  as  often  as  possible  with  11  samples  being 
taken.  All  satisfied  the  keeping  quality  tests. 


12.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  two  slaughterhouses  previously  used  for  emergency  slaughtering 
only,  were  licensed  in  July  for  full-time  killing.  Improvements  and  altera¬ 
tions  were  carried  out  in  both  premises  bringing  them  up  to  a  satisfactory 
standard  before  they  were  licensed. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  is  as  follows: — 

July  3rd  to  December  31st,  1954. 


Steers  .  18 

Heifers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Lambs  .  129 

Sheep  .  155 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Pigs  175 


502 


13.  CARAVAN  SITES. 

The  site  at  Lambourn  continues  under  licences  with  the  limited  number 
of  caravans  increased  to  6. 
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HOUSING  TABLE. 


Number  of  new  dwelling  houses  built: 

1.  By  Local  Authorities  .  34 

2.  By  Private  Persons  .  16 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing  defects  530 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  607 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 

be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  15 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year: 

1.  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action .  30 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  statutory  notices  . .  ...  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demoli¬ 
tion  orders  were  made  .  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  in  Clearance 

Orders  made  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  in  Clearance 

Orders  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  ...  ...  Nil 

6.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Clearance  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

7.  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  .  14 

Representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to: 

1.  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  Nil 

2.  The  making  of  demolition  orders  .  Nil 

Overcrowding: 

1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  .  36 

Undertaking  given: 

Houses  closed  after  undertaking  by  owner  not  to  re-let  Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948. 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Premises  Register 

(1)  (2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

25 

29 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

41 

39 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

TOTAL  ... 

66 

68 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Referred 


Number  of 
cases  in 
which 


Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

■ — 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  . 

• — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient 

- — 

2 

— 

2 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

— 

3 

— 

4 

— 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT 


No.  of  Different  premises  visited 
„  „  Inspections  made 

„  „  Complaints  received 

„  „  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 

„  „  Notices  served — Informal 

„  „  Notices  served — Statutory 

„  „  Prosecutions 

„  „  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  ... 


718 

821 

171 

95 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

82 
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Q.  W.  SIMPSON  A  SON,  LT  D..  PRINTERS,  NEWBURY. 


